
Coat of Arms of the Hudson’s Bay Company

Coat of Arms of the 
North West Company

Cuthbert Grant

Under a Royal Charter, King Charles II of England grants an exclusive trading 
monopoly over entire Hudson Bay drainage basin to the Hudson’s Bay 
Company (HBC), the territory to be known as Rupert’s Land. From 1779, HBC 
faces competition in western Canada from the Montreal headquartered North 
West Company (NWC). Mixed offspring of European fur traders from these 
companies and First Nations women evolve into a distinct people and nation 
on the plains of what is today western Canada. The Métis form the backbone of 
the fur trade economy as traders, freighters, boatmen, and buffalo hunters.

1670-1800
HBC gives Lord Selkirk land grant 
of 116,000 acres centred on the 
junction of the Red and Assiniboine 
Rivers in the Red River Valley to 
bring in Scottish settlers. HBC and 
NWC struggle for domination of fur 
trade and tensions rise between 
Métis and settlers.

1812
1816 - The Battle of Seven Oaks: Resisting efforts 
to restrict their trading activities, a Métis armed 
force under command of Cuthbert Grant defeats 
the Selkirk settlers and HBC forces under Governor 
Robert Semple at present day Winnipeg. The flag 
of the Métis Nation is first unfurled in battle, which 
is immortalized in the “Chanson de la Grenoillirere” 
written by Métis poet Pierre Falcon.

1816
HBC and NWC amalgamate in 1821, leading to consolidation of the industry and 
concentration of Métis population in Red River Settlement. In 1823, Cuthbert 
Grant establishes Métis settlement of Grantown to become known as St. 
Francois Xavier. In 1849, armed Métis fur traders led by Louis Riel Sr. surround a 
courthouse, force the release of Guillaume Sayer before sentencing for trafficking 
in furs, and declare “le commerce est libre”. In 1851, Métis buffalo hunters from 
Saint Francois-Xavier defeat hundreds of Sioux warriors at battle of Grand 
Coteau in what is now North Dakota.

1821-1869
HBC sells Rupert’s Land to 
Dominion of Canada without 
consulting the Métis. The first 
Métis Provisional Government 
under Louis Riel is established 
in the Red River Settlement, 
occupying HBC headquarters at 
Fort Garry.

1869
Métis Provisional Government drafts a List of Rights which 
is taken to Ottawa by its delegates as basis of negotiations 
with Conservative government of Sir John A. Macdonald. The 
Manitoba Act is enacted, meeting most of the demands in 
the List of Rights, making Manitoba the fifth province to enter 
Confederation, with an 83% Métis majority. Ottawa sends 
punitive expedition of 1,200 troops to Red River, unleashing a 
2 ½ year reign of terror and Riel is forced to flee.

1870
Two thirds of the Métis 
people move out of 
Manitoba due to the 
repression, along with 
the failure of the federal 
government to provide lands 
promised to the Métis under 
the Manitoba Act.

1870-1884
Second Métis Provisional Government under Riel established in 
Saskatchewan to press for settlement of land claims and self-government. 
In March the Métis under the command of Gabriel Dumont clash with 
North-West Mounted Police at Duck Lake. Sir John A. Macdonald 
dispatches military expedition under Major General Middleton which is 
ambushed by Dumont’s forces at Fish Creek in April. Between May 9-12, 
Middleton’s army defeats the Métis at the Battle of Batoche. Riel is tried 
for treason in Regina and  executed on November 16.

1885
Further to the Dominion Lands Act 1879, Federal government 
commissions distribute scrip, a coupon denominated in a fixed 
amount of dollars or acres that could be applied to the purchase 
of surveyed Dominion lands opened for homesteading,  to the 
Métis across the Prairies.  The process is rife with fraud and fails 
to provide land title to the Métis.  Supreme Court of Canada later 
describes the history of scrip speculation and devaluation as “a 
sorry chapter in our nation’s history”.
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Following negotiations with the 
Métis Association of Alberta, 
the Province of Alberta enacts 
legislation to establish the 
Métis Settlements, the only 
Métis land base in Canada.

1938
Under Section 35 of the 
Constitution Act, 1982, 
Métis recognized as one 
of the Aboriginal peoples 
in Canada after intense 
lobbying by Métis leader 
Harry Daniels. 

1982
Métis provincial associations on prairies form the Métis 
National Council (MNC) on March 8, 1983, to represent 
the national and international interests of the Métis 
Nation. MNC pursues political agenda shaped by Métis 
nationalism at four First Ministers Conferences on 
Aboriginal Constitutional Matters which fail to produce 
consensus on the central issue of self-government.

1983-1987
MNC, Prime Minister Mulroney and the Premiers of five westernmost 
Provinces reach agreement-in-principle on a Métis Nation Accord to 
accompany the Charlottetown Accord. Rejection of Charlottetown Accord in 
national referendum in October dashes hopes for a negotiated settlement 
of Métis Nation claims and self-government and forces Métis Nation into 
courts to resolve rights. The Court of Queen’s Bench in Saskatchewan in 
the 1997 Morin and Daigneault case ruled that land and money scrip did 
not extinguishe Métis hunting and fishing rights now protected under s.35.

1992-1997
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In the Powley decision, Supreme Court of Canada recognizes Métis as 
a full-fledged rights bearing people under section 35 of Constitution Act, 
1982. Establishes a test of objectively verifiable criteria for membership 
in a Métis section 35 rights-bearing community which upholds the 
National Definition adopted by the MNC General Assembly in 2002. 
Leads to the establishment of Métis Nation registries basing citizenship 
on ancestral connection to and acceptance by the historic Métis Nation.

2003
The Kelowna Accord reached in principle by 
First Ministers and leadership of Indigenous 
peoples in November promises significant 
federal investments in Métis Nation social and 
economic development but is scrapped by the 
Harper Conservatives following the federal 
election in January 2006.

2005
After a court battle spanning three 
decades, Supreme Court of Canada 
rules in Manitoba Métis Federation 
that Canada failed to implement 
the Métis land grant section of the 
Manitoba Act 1870 in accordance with 
the honour of the Crown.

2013
Trudeau Liberals elected 
to power, committed 
to a nation-to-nation, 
government-to-government 
relationship with Métis 
Nation. 

2015
Supreme Court of Canada rules  that federal government has 
jurisdiction to deal with the Métis. Federal government signs 
Framework Agreement with Manitoba Metis Federation to 
settle historical Métis land claim and self-government rights  
in Manitoba. Will also sign Framework Agreements with other 
MNC Governing Members to settle claims and negotiate self-
government agreements.

2016
On April 13, 2017, Prime Minister Trudeau signs Canada-Métis Nation Accord 
with Métis Nation leaders. Establishes a permanent bilateral mechanism to 
co-develop distinctions-based policies and programs to address priorities of 
Métis Nation and reduce socio-economic gaps. Federal budgets allocate more 
than $2.5 billion for Métis Nation skills and development, housing, early learning 
and child care, post-secondary education, economic development, governance 
support and compensation for Métis Nation veterans of the Second World War.
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